Queensland Government

Cabinet – February 2023
Update on government achievements and investment in the Wide Bay Region
Premier and Minister for the Olympics and Paralympic Games

1. The Wide Bay region is one of the most diverse regions along the eastern seaboard of Australia, boasting natural assets and resources, agricultural land, and unique townships. The region’s agriculture, renewable energy, manufacturing and tourism industries are key contributors to Queensland’s economy. 
2. The Queensland Government is supporting the region by enhancing infrastructure and capital works, estimated to support around 3900 jobs in the Wide Bay region. For example, investing in the Queensland Train Manufacturing Program, to boost the state’s train manufacturing industry and build and maintain 65 trains.
3. The government is delivering on better health services for Wide Bay Hospital and Health Services. Early works on the New Bundaberg Hospital site have now started, marking the start of the biggest health investment the Wide Bay region has ever seen. From March 2015 to March 2022 there has been a growth of 422 extra nurses (up 27 per cent) and 142 extra doctors (up 38 per cent).
4. The Queensland Government is committed to invest in education to maintain, improve and upgrade schools in the Wide Bay region. Since March 2015 there has been a growth of 34 extra teacher aides, an increase of 4.5%. The government is investing in school facilities including:
· a new hall for Urangan State High School
· a new hall for Urangan Point State School
· an upgrade to the Gin Gin State High School administration building. 
5. The government is delivering better emergency services in the Wide Bay region. From March 2015 to March 2022 there has been a growth of 51 extra firefighters (up 47 per cent). The government is investing in a number of upgrades to facilities including:
· a replacement police facility at Hervey Bay
· an upgrade of the police facility at Maryborough
· replacement of the Hervey Bay water police facility
· replacement of the Maryborough regional Queensland Fire and Emergency Services headquarters and auxiliary fire and rescue station
· replacement of a permanent fire and rescue station at Gympie South.
6. The Draft Wide Bay Burnett Regional Plan has been released for public consultation from 
8 November 2022 until 24 February 2023 to enable the community, business and industry to have their say on future planning including matters such as access to housing, employment, transport, and the protection of farming land and the environment.
7. Cabinet noted the government achievements and investment in the Wide Bay Region. 
8. Attachments:
· Nil.
